
WELCOME IN THE NAME OF THE 

CRUCIFIED AND RISEN JESUS 

CHRIST! 

 

Please use and share the 

following resources so that together we 

may worship God the Father who created 

us, God the Son who saved us, and God 

the Holy Spirit who called us to faith and 

who continues to call us to love God and 

neighbor. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 3, 2021, Second Sunday Christmas  
Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a 

human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the 

beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell 

among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new 

birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s 

grace and truth. 
 

PRELUDE                      What Child Is This?   Arr. Rich Heffler         
                                     Steven Christ, bass clarinet solo 

ENTRANCE HYMN        Love Has Come                            # 292 
1 Love has come—a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

hear how their song of joy arises:  

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  

Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 

2    Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 

Love is God now asleep in the hay. 

See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 

what is the name her heart is saying? 

Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 

Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 
 

3    Love has come and never will leave us!  

Love is life everlasting and free. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. 



Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 

Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 
Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950. Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody 

Road, Mobile, AL 36695 

 

GREETING 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  Angels We Have Heard on High   # 289 
Click the link to view the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians sing the hymn. The words 

are printed below. View Association of Lutheran Church Musicians 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 

 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

 and the mountains in reply, 

 echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

 gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

 Why your joyous strains prolong? 

 What the gladsome tidings be 

 which inspire your heav'nly song?  Refrain 
 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see  

 him whose birth the angels sing; 

 come, adore on bended knee 

 Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Refrain 
Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace 

empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

READING FROM THE SCRIPTURES     Ephesians 1:3-14 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of 

the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his 

children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his 

glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through 

his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished 

on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according 

to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IbXGJjIHqY&feature=youtu.be


things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an 

inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things 

according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, 

might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, 

the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to 

the praise of his glory. 
 

ANTHEM           My Heart, Your Bethlehem       Ruth Elaine Schram 
              Steven Christ, solo 

GOSPEL                            Luke 1:1-18 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in 

the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  

  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all 

who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who 

were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 

a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of 

whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From 

his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, 

who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 

SERMON FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH                                Tanya Cartwright 

SERMON                                         Pastor David Rowe 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Of the Father’s Love Begotten             # 295 

1 Of the Father's love begotten 

 ere the worlds began to be, 

 he is Alpha and Omega, 

 he the source, the ending he, 

 of the things that are, that have been, 

 and that future years shall see, 

 evermore and evermore. 
 

2 Oh, that birth forever blessed, 

 when the virgin, full of grace, 

 by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 

 bore the Savior of our race, 

 and the babe, the world's redeemer, 



 first revealed his sacred face, 

 evermore and evermore. 
 

3 This is he whom seers in old time 

 chanted of with one accord, 

 whom the voices of the prophets 

 promised in their faithful word; 

 now he shines, the long-expected; 

 let creation praise its Lord 

 evermore and evermore. 
 

4 Let the heights of heav'n adore him; 

 angel hosts, his praises sing; 

 pow'rs, dominions, bow before him 

 and extol our God and King; 

 let no tongue on earth be silent, 

 ev'ry voice in concert ring 

 evermore and evermore. 
 

5 Christ, to thee, with God the Father, 

 and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 

 hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 

 and unwearied praises be: 

 honor, glory, and dominion, 

 and eternal victory 

 evermore and evermore! Amen. 
Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; tr. composite 

APOSTLES CREED    

We confess our faith with the whole church using the ancient baptismal creed that 

summarizes the teaching of the scripture and the apostles.  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who was in the beginning, 

who makes a dwelling among us, 

who covers us with justice and mercy. 

Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

and our neighbors. 

We have turned away from your invitation to new life. 

We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 

In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 

those we know and those known only to you, 

for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

Amen. 
Hear the good news of peace and salvation! 

God forgives us all our sins, 

not through our own work, 

but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 

With all who come to the manger, 

rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need. A brief silence. 

Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest parts of the earth. Protect 

your church from stumbling. Let it not be overcome by sorrow, division, or despair. Make us 

radiant with goodness, that we might live always to the praise of your glory. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your splendor. In this time of 

pandemic, you have inspired vaccines, and we prayer for your hope and healing. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those who serve in positions of 

authority. Open their hearts to the needs of their nations and communities. Protect all those in 

harm’s way and those risking danger for the sake of others. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or defeated. 

Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary, 

especially medical teams and essential workers. Refresh those who labor under the weight of 



pain or sickness, especially all whom we now raise in prayer before you [PAUSE]. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice and reconciliation to 

communities divided by oppressions and misuse of power. Guide us to speak holy words of 

advocacy and truth. Help us to honor your image in one another. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have died in faith. With all the 

saints, give us our inheritance in Christ. In the fullness of time, gather us all together in your 

mercy. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to 

you, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PASSING THE PEACE 
We greet each other with a nod or gesture of Christian fellowship from a distance, and we invite 

you to text or email a word of peace to someone. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, 

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 

proclaimed joy through the angels, 

sent the shepherds with good news, 

and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN        The First Noel                 # 300 
1 The first Noel the angel did say 



 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

 in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

 on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 

Refrain 

 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

 Born is the King of Israel. 
 

2 They looked up and saw a star 

 shining in the east beyond them far; 

 and to the earth it gave great light, 

 and so it continued both day and night.  Refrain 
 

3 And by the light of that same star 

 three wise men came from country far; 

 to seek for a king was their intent, 

 and to follow the star wherever it went.  Refrain 
 

4 This star drew near to the northwest, 

 o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 

 and there it did both stop and stay 

 right over the place where Jesus lay.  Refrain 
 

5 Then entered in those wise men three, 

 full rev'rently upon their knee, 

 and offered there in his presence 

 their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.  Refrain 
Text: English traditional 

 

POSTLUDE            Hark the Herald Angels Sing    Arr. David Lasky           
                              Steven Christ, soprano clarinet 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License with Video Streaming #SAS000730. From CCLI. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Christian Copyright Licensing Internaltion, Inc. #11247411. 

Reprinted/ podcast/ streamed with permission under  OneLicense #A-735134. All rights reserved. 
 

PRAYER LIST  
Joyce Freed, Shirley Foose, Lee Miller, Joanna Sirianni Edwards, Ed Freed, Pauline Crawshaw, 

Karen Tropp, Diane Buffington, Jack Harnock, Marie Harnock, Keith Shoener, Tom Gerber, 

Kelly Carl, Cheryl Feeser, Leslie R., Mary Beth (Krater) Dinneen, Sam Huff, Stewart Haver, Sue 

Sigler, Donna Evans, Joan Heckrote, Robert Schwartz, Craig Bracken, Kenny Noecker, Nancy 

Reese, David Huff, Paul Calderone, Nicholas LaScala, Gail Kunkel, Lee Llewellyn, Dennis 

Heydt, Caroline Eister, Jeanette Stine, Christopher Payonk, Seth Ney, Renee Shade, Cathy Hale, 

Ben Moyer, Gaylene Ebling, Wally Foose, Craig Heffner, Jane Deibert, Judy Reihman, Tom 

Cook, Sylvia Edling, Joe Dewald, Ronald Bromwell, Carla Zelinsky, Lisa Weiser, Janest Yost, 

Anna Mae Berger, Madge Miller, Kathleen Kelleher, Melissa Focht, Jason Brown, Teagan 

Brown, Brenda Phillips, Family of Keith Ramsey, Cecelia Kacmar, Lois Pavelko, Edith Kriner, 

Melanie Hart, Janice Moore, Christie O’Dell, John Cooper, Florence Shay, Clarence Zweizig, 

Jayden Leiby, Melvin Rodriguez & family, Dorothy Moyer, Bruce Stees, JoAnn Baker Copley, 



Deanna Carl, Linda Bonfiglio-Boyer, Carlene Wenner, Christy Deaton Stocks, Maria Motto, 

Katharine Macnutt, Peter Spontak, Nancy Cooper, David and Angela Weiser, Faye Sausser, Kim 

O’Donnell, Leslie Wagner, Mateo Thomas, Barry Heffner, Charlotte Moyer, Phyllis Trinca 

Czech, Ed Sirianni, Stephen Edwards 

Those with Long-term health issues: 
Bonnie Jean Foose, Michelle Ochenrider, Rich & Sandy Moyer, Ethan Yost, Elizabeth Taylor, 

Carol Landes, Maureen Moyer, Karen Cockill, Janice Barr, Donna Direnzo, Jim Musico, John 

Krater, Fawn Goodman, Bob Yanek, Rebecca Marshall, Sapphire Schaeffer, Mark Wyllie, 

Krysta Kolbe, Shirley Emrich, Kathrine Smiley, Mark Noecker, Anna Heffner, David Wise, Joan 

Steficheck, Bill Everly, Donna Leashefski, Florence Clemens, Sara Berger, Chuck Copley, Jeff 

Kamar, Mary Sewalt, Pat Thomas, Nathan Resch, Casey Watson, Jerry Stoutland, Linda 

Bonfiglio-Boyer, Gemma Geary   

Those serving in the Armed Forces: 
Major Michael Shay, Staff Sgt. Joseph Moyer, Senior Airman Matthew Nettles, Airman Jackie 

Nettles, 2nd LT Heather Strouse, Sgt. Travis D. Miller, Sgt. Anthony Cooper, Private 3rd Class 

Caleb Levan 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THANK YOU TODAY’S CANTOR: STEVEN CHRIST  
 

DURING THIS TIME WHEN THE PANDEMIC AND LESS SOCIAL CONTACT MAY 

WEIGH HEAVILY, HERE ARE IMPORTANT RESOURCES FOR YOU, YOUR FAMILY, 

OR YOUR NEIGHBORS: 

 National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 1-800-273-TALK (8255) 

 The Crisis Text Line: text “PA” to 741-741 

 Veteran Crisis Line: 1-800-273-TALK (8255) 

 Disaster Distress Helpline: 1-800-985-5990 

 Get Help Now for substance use disorder and alcohol treatment: 1-800-662-HELP (4357) 

 PA Link for help accessing programs geared towards senior citizens: 1-800-753-8827 

Senior citizens can also reach out to their local Area Agency on Aging to help on accessing 

resources for mental health and for assistance getting online. You can find your local Area 

Agency on Aging at aging.pa.gov.  
 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

SUNDAY Worship Resources Available on Jerusalem’s website, Facebook page, & 

YouTube Channel 

TUESDAY  6:30pm Social Ministry Meeting via Zoom 
 

STAFF AND LEADERS  

Rev. David Rowe, Pastor 610 987 9798(H) 570-933-5511 (C) pastorrowe@jerusalemlutheran.com  

Rachel Kramer, Parish Administrator mail@jerusalemlutheran.com 

Tanya Cartwright, Director of Faith & Families Ministries faithandfamilies@jerusalemlutheran.com 

Jill McCloy, Treasurer treasurer@jerusalemlutheran.com 

Karen Ochenrider, Financial Secretary karenochenrider@comcast.net 

Audrey Christ, Music Director musicdirector@jerusalemlutheran.com  

Gina Cappel, Child Care Director jccckids@jerusalemlutheran.com 

Mike Sausser, Sexton linknomad@hotmail.com 

Deborah Reed, President of Church Council dreed1955@comcast.net 


