
WELCOME IN THE NAME OF THE 

CRUCIFIED AND RISEN JESUS 

CHRIST ON SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH,  

Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday! 
Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: 

Jesus Christ is glorified king and humiliated servant. We 

too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to 

follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We 

wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes into our 

midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to 

death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this 

paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s broken body 

and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We begin 

this week that stands at the center of the church year, 

anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work. 

 

Processional Hymn      All Glory, Laud, and Honor                          # 344 
Refrain: All glory, laud, and honor  

 to you, redeemer, king,   

to whom the lips of children  

 made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

1 You are the king of Israel   

and David's royal Son,   

now in the Lord's name coming,   

our King and Blessed One.  Refrain 
 

2 The company of angels  

  are praising you on high;  

 creation and all mortals   

 in chorus make reply.  Refrain 
 

3 The multitude of pilgrims   

with palms before you went;  

 our praise and prayer and anthems   

before you we present.  Refrain 
 

4 To you, before your passion,   

they sang their hymns of praise.   

To you, now high exalted,   

our melody we raise.  Refrain 
 

5 Their praises you accepted; 

  accept the prayers we bring,   

great author of all goodness,   

O good and gracious King.  Refrain 
 Text: Theodulph of Orleans, 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 



Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest! 
 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL                  Matthew 21:1-11 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 

find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says 

anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 
4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, 

 Look, your king is coming to you, 

  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, 

and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the 

road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went 

ahead of him and that followed were shouting,  

 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The crowds 

were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 

SERMON FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH (see link for video on the web page)  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take 

on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience 

to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING                Philippians 2:5-11 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 



  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL                               Matthew 27:11-54  
The holy gospel according to Matthew.     

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

11Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he 

did not answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make 

against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was 

greatly amazed. 

  15Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone 

whom they wanted. 16At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. 17So after 

they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus 

Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18For he realized that it was out of jealousy that 

they had handed him over. 19While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to 

him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because 

of a dream about him.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for 

Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you 

want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then what 

should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 
23Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be 

crucified!” 

  24So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 

some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; 

see to it yourselves.” 25Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our 

children!” 26So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to 

be crucified. 

  27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 

gathered the whole cohort around him. 28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and 

after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand 

and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30They spat on him, and 

took the reed and struck him on the head. 31After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and 

put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 



  32As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this 

man to carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of 

a Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not 

drink it. 35And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by 

casting lots; 36then they sat down there and kept watch over him. 37Over his head they put the 

charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

  38Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39Those who 

passed by derided him, shaking their heads 40and saying, “You who would destroy the temple 

and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 
41In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, 

saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down 

from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if 

he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’ ” 44The bandits who were crucified with him also 

taunted him in the same way. 

  45From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 46And about 

three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?” 47When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man 

is calling for Elijah.” 48At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it 

on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 

come to save him.” 50Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 51At that 

moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the 

rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen 

asleep were raised. 53After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city 

and appeared to many. 54Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch 

over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man 

was God’s Son!” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON (see link on for video on the web page or print out)     Pastor David Rowe     
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Son of God, Eternal Savior             # 655 
 

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

hallows all our human race, 

you our head, who, throned in glory, 

for your own will ever plead: 

fill us with your love and pity, 

heal our wrong, and help our need. 
 

2 As you, Lord, have lived for others, 

so may we for others live. 

Freely have your gifts been granted; 

freely may your servants give. 

Yours the gold and yours the silver, 



yours the wealth of land and sea; 

we but stewards of your bounty 

held in solemn trust will be. 
 

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 

King of love and Prince of peace; 

hush the storm of strife and passion, 

bid its cruel discords cease. 

By your patient years of toiling, 

by your silent hours of pain, 

quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 

stem our selfish greed of gain. 
 

4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

hallows all our human race: 

by your praying, by your willing 

that your people should be one, 

grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition: 

here on earth your will be done. 

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932 
 

APOSTLES CREED    
I believe in God, the Father almighty,   

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,   

born of the virgin Mary,   

suffered under Pontius Pilate,   

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.*   

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven,   

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,   

the holy catholic church,   

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,    

the resurrection of the body,   

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and 

all who are in need. A brief silence.  



God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your faithfulness. By your Spirit, 

give us bold and joyful words to speak, that we may sustain the weary with the message of your 

redemption. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  
God of mercy, embrace the people of the world threatened by disease, especially in this day of 

the viral pandemic.  Bring, we pray, an end to the epidemic, and courage and patience in the 

meantime to prevent its spread. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  
God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that may cause us to turn against one another. Give 

courage to leaders who seek liberation for the oppressed, and safety for those threated by disease. 

Bring peace and hope to those who care for those with Coronavirus. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  
God of mercy, send your saving help to all who suffer abuse, insult, discrimination, or contempt. 

Heal the wounded. Comfort the dying. Bring peace to those suffering chronic or terminal illness, 

especially all whom we raise in prayer before you…. Tend to all who cry out for relief. Hear us, 

O God.  

Your mercy is great.  
God of mercy, we pray for all who will prepare and lead worship in this Holy Week. In all 

things, show us the ways that you call us to die to self, to live for you, and to give of ourselves 

for the sake of others. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  
God of mercy, when we die you have promised to raise us to eternal life. With all your witnesses 

in heaven and on earth, let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our resurrection and our 

hope. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to 

you; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 

sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneel/Stand. Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 



Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 

sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

BLESSING 
Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation. Holy God, speaking, spoken, and 

inspiring, ☩ bless you, unbind you, and send you in love and in peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN         My Song Is Love Unknown                        # 343 
1 My song is love unknown,   

my Savior's love to me,   

love to the loveless shown   

that they might lovely be.  

 Oh, who am I that for my sake   

my Lord should take frail flesh and die?  

  

2 He came from his blest throne  

 salvation to bestow;   

the world that was his own    

would not its Savior know.  

 But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed, 

  who at my need his life did spend!  
 

 3 Sometimes we strew his way   

and his sweet praises sing;   

resounding all the day   

hosannas to our king.  

 Then "Crucify!" is all our breath, 

  and for his death we thirst and cry.  
 

 4 We cry out; we will have  

 our dear Lord made away,  

 a murderer to save,  

 the prince of life to slay.  

 Yet cheerful he to suff'ring goes  

 that he his foes from thence might free.  
 

 5 In life no house, no home   

my Lord on earth might have;   

in death no friendly tomb   

but what a stranger gave.  

 What may I say? Heav'n was his home  

 but mine the tomb wherein he lay.  
 

 6 Here might I stay and sing—   

no story so divine!   



Never was love, dear King,   

never was grief like thine.   

This is my friend, in whose sweet praise  

 I all my days could gladly spend! 
 Text: Samuel Crossman, 1624-1683, alt.  

Thank you to Augsburg-Fortress, OneLicense, and CCLI who have opened their library of copyrighted 

music for use during the Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

MINISTRY NEWS  

PREPARING FOR NEXT SUNDAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
First Lesson, Acts 10:34-43  

Psalm, Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  

Second Lesson, Colossians 3:1-4  

Gospel, Matthew 28:1-10 

PRAYER LIST 
Joyce Freed, Shirley Foose, Lee Miller, Joanna Sirianni Edwards, Ed Freed, Pauline Crawshaw, 

Karen Tropp, Diane Buffington, Jack Harnock, Marie Harnock, Keith Shoener, Charles Gurski, 

Tom Gerber, Kelly Carl, Cheryl Feeser, Leslie R., Joel Koch, Mary Beth (Krater) Dinneen, Sam 

Huff, Stewart Haver, Sue Sigler, Cheryl Moyer, Kevin Seibert, Donna Evans, Joan Heckrote, 

Robert Schwartz, Craig Bracken, Kenny Noecker, Jeff Woleschok, Nancy Reese, David Huff, 

Paul Calderone, Nicholas LaScala, Gail Kunkel, Lee Llewellyn, Dennis Heydt, Caroline Eister, 

Jeanette Stine, Christopher Payonk, Gemma Geary, Seth Ney, Nathan Resch, Renee Shade, 

Cathy Hale, Ben Moyer, Gaylene Ebling, Wally Foose, Craig Heffner, Jane Deibert, Denny 

Starr, Judy Reihman, Tom Cook, Sylvia Edling, Joe Dewald, Ronald Bromwell, Carla Zelinsky, 

Lisa Weiser, Janest Yost, Anna Mae Berger, Barry West, Madge Miller, Kathleen Kelleher, Ron 

Gill, Melissa Focht, Jason Brown, Teagan Brown, Brenda Phillips, Family of Keith Ramsey, 

Cecelia Kacmar, Nancy Cooper, Lois Pavelko, Edith Kriner, Melanie Hart, Janice Moore, 

Christie O’Dell, John Cooper, Florence Shay, Clarence Zweizig, Jayden Leiby, Melvin 

Rodriguez & family, Dorothy Moyer, Bruce Stees, JoAnn Baker Copley, Deanna Carl, Linda 

Bonfiglio-Boyer  

Those with Long-term health issues:  

Bonnie Jean Foose, Michelle Ochenrider, Rich & Sandy Moyer, Ethan Yost, Elizabeth Taylor, 

Carol Landes, Maureen Moyer, Karen Cockill, Janice Barr, Donna Direnzo, Bill Gordon, Jim 

Musico, John Krater, Fawn Goodman, Bob Yanek, Rebecca Marshall, Sapphire Schaeffer, Mark 

Wyllie, Krysta Kolbe, Shirley Emrich, Kathrine Smiley, Mark Noecker, Michelle Moon, Anna 

Heffner, Molly Jones, David Wise, Joan Steficheck, Bill Everly, Donna Leashefski, Florence 

Clemens, Sara Berger, Chuck Copley, Jeff Kamar, Mary Sewalt, Pat Thomas, Kay LeBoeuf  

Those serving in the Armed Forces:  

Major Michael Shay, Staff Sgt. Joseph Moyer, Senior Airman Matthew Nettles, Airman Jackie 

Nettles, 2nd LT Heather Strouse, Sgt. Travis D. Miller, Sgt. Anthony Cooper, Private 3rd Class 

Caleb Levan 

 

EASTER IS SEVEN WEEKS LONG. WE WILL CELEBRATE IT WHENEVER WE 

GATHER FOR WORSHIP!  

  

 



PRECAUTIONS AND OUR CALLING:  
 Beginning March 13, we are suspending worship gatherings, coffee hours, Lenten soup 

meals, and other meals and refreshments. We look forward to worshiping again together, 

as well as celebratory food and fellowship event when the risk is over.  

 Pastoral care visits have been suspended by hospitals.  Shut-in communion visits are 

being deferred to protect everyone.  Please call Pastor Rowe at 570-933-551 for pastoral 

conversation. 

 In our daily lives, we will EITHER wash hands as often as possible with soap and water 

for at least 20 seconds (Why not sing a hymn or use this as an opportunity to pray?), OR 

use hand sanitizer. When washing or sanitizing, let us make sure we get our thumbs and 

between our fingers.  Finally we will try to sneeze into our elbows.  

 We will practice social distancing, and disinfect common surfaces. 

 Should there be an occasion during this time of isolation to come to Jerusalem’s building, 

the doors inside the church should be left open whenever possible to reduce the number 

of times that we touch door handles. 

 Meeting are being held via Facebook, email, conference call, and video conferencing (see 

Zoom.us).  

 When we do not feel well, we will stay home.  

 We will mail in our offering and continue to give regularly during this time of disruption, 

even if some have to reduce their giving due to the loss of jobs. 

 A Sunday service including prayers, scripture, and sermon is now being posted online for 

each Sunday.  

 Devotions are being offered once or twice a week through the Faith and Families 

Facebook group, please email Tanya for more information or to join this group at 

faithandfamilies@jerusalemlutheran.com 

 God calls us to be a people of intercessory prayer, especially remembering the sick, 

health workers, and essential jobs, as well as the church staff and leaders, including its 

child care providers.  

 THE LAST WORD – Jesus Christ is the source and fount of hope, and he calls us to love 

and serve our neighbors. The coronavirus will challenge us to seek ways to share hope, 

witness, and service.  

Please regularly check Facebook, www.jerusalemlutheran.com, bulletins and 

newsletters for more information, as both the coronavirus and our ministry response 

unfolds in the days ahead. Updates will be announced on Facebook, our website, and 

the phone answering machine.  

 

 

 

 

 



STAFF AND LEADERS  
Rev. David Rowe, Pastor 610 987 9798(H) 570-933-5511 (C) 

pastorrowe@jerusalemlutheran.com  
Rachel Kramer, Parish Administrator mail@jerusalemlutheran.com 

Tanya Cartwright, Director of Faith & Families Ministries 

faithandfamilies@jerusalemlutheran.com 
Jill McCloy, Treasurer treasurer@jerusalemlutheran.com 

Karen Ochenrider, Financial Secretary karenochenrider@comcast.net 

Audrey Christ, Music Director musicdirector@jerusalemlutheran.com  
Gina Cappel, Child Care Director jccckids@jerusalemlutheran.com 

Mike Sausser, Sexton linknomad@hotmail.com 
Deborah Reed, President of Church Council dreed1955@comcast.net 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 


