
 On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day 

journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and 

repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, 

we acknowledge that we die and return to the 

earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-

giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads 

at baptism. While we journey through Lent to 

return to God, we have already been reconciled 

to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God 

to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that 

“now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our 

baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the 

fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 

 

 

 

WELCOME MEMBERS, FRIENDS AND VISITORS.  
 PLEASE PARK FACING THE CHURCH, and dress warmly so that 

our cars are not idling throughout the service.  Of course, a hot 

beverage, a lap robe or a lap animal may also help.  The service will be 

brief in cold weather, and become longer and include more music and 

Holy Communion as the mornings get warmer. 

 TUNE your radio to 90.1 FM (the signal is probably too weak to use 

your radio’s Scan command, because it may skip right over it.  The 

broadcast can be heard for about 100 yards) 

 SING AS LOUD AS YOU WANT IN YOUR CAR – pretend that you 

are doing Carpool Karaoke with James Corden on late night television. 

 OFFERINGS will be collected as you enter the parking lot by the 

ushers in bright green vests. 

 TO TALK TO EACH OTHER BEFORE OR AFTER THE SERVICE 

roll down your windows and wear a mask.  Due to traffic please don’t 

get out of your car to mill around (in addition to members parking 

their cars, remember that the south side of the parking lot has a public 

road cutting through it!). 

 BATHROOMS are available through the front and back doors of the 

building. 

 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
Ash Wednesday – February 17th, 2021 
Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
252 Dock Street, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972  
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FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 



GATHERING  
 

PRELUDES               My Song is Love Unknown 

                                  Arr. R. Vaughn Williams                                 

The bell rings calling us to worship. 

 

PSALM                         Psalm 51:1-17 

Spoken responsively. 

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 3For I know | my offenses, 

  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 

 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken | may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face | from my sins, 

  and blot out | all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spir- | it within me. 
 11Cast me not away | from your presence, 

  and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 

 12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 

  and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit.  
 13Let me teach your ways | to offenders, 

  and sinners shall be re- | stored to you. 

 14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of | my salvation, 

  and my tongue shall sing | of your righteousness. 
 15O Lord, o- | pen my lips, 

  and my mouth shall pro- | claim your praise. 

 16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | I would give it. 

  You are not pleased | with burnt offering. 
 17The sacrifice of God is a | troubled spirit; 

  a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will | not despise.  
 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you 

forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so 

that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, 

full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WORD 

A READING FROM THE SCRIPTURES             2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10 

20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he 

made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

 6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of 

God in vain. 2For he says, 

 “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

  and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are 

putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our 

ministry, 4but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: 

through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, 

imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, 

patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the 

power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the 

left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as 

impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and 

see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always 

rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing 

everything. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL                                                                             Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in 

order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in 

heaven. 

  2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised 

by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give 

alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your 

alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

  5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to 

stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be 



seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever 

you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in 

secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

  16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 

disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, 

they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and 

wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your 

Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

  19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do 

not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.    
 

SERMON                             Pastor David Rowe 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.                                                    
 

HYMN OF THE DAY          We Come to the Hungry Feast       # 479 
The assembly proclaims the word of God in song. 

1 We come to the hungry feast 

 hungry for a word of peace. 

 To hungry hearts unsatisfied 

 the love of God is not denied. 

 We come, we come to the hungry feast. 
 

2 We come to the hungry feast 

 hungry for a world released 

 from hungry folk of ev'ry kind, 

 the poor in body, poor in mind. 

 We come, we come to the hungry feast. 
 

3 We come to the hungry feast 

 hungry that the hunger cease, 

 and knowing, though we eat our fill, 

 the hunger will stay with us; still 

 we come, we come to the hungry feast. 
Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943. Text © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

INVITATION TO LENT 

The presiding minister may invite the assembly into the discipline of Lent. 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of 

remembering Jesus’ Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is 

renewed.  

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for 

God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love 



one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion 

separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the 

life our creator intended.  

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and 

resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, 

therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer 

and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of 

word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty days to the 

great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the keeper of the covenant, 

the source of steadfast love, 

our rock and our redeemer. 

Amen. 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to 

the one who is full of compassion. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Fountain of living water, 

pour out your mercy over us. 

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 

Rebuild what we have ruined 

and mend what we have torn. 

Wash us in your cleansing flood. 

Make us alive in the Spirit 

to follow in the way of Jesus, 

as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 

Amen. 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. 

The promise rests on grace: 

by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 

the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 

Journey in the way of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

ASHES 

Paper crosses with ashes on them, will have been distributed upon entering the 

parking lot. 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.  



May the remembrance of ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, 

reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal 

life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As a local assembly of believers, we pray for the whole world and church, as 

well as our local congregation and neighborhood.  

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and 

all in need. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you call your church to be ministers of reconciliation throughout the 

world. Inspire your church in its proclamation of the gospel and guide its 

ministries to build up the body of Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
O God, you created the earth and all its inhabitants and you declared that it is 

good. Protect mountains and valleys, animals and plants, and direct us to be 

good stewards of all you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
O God, you desire peace. Direct governments and leaders to work for the well-

being of all people and raise up advocates to speak and serve on behalf of the 

downtrodden. Lord, in your mercy. 

hear our prayer. 
O God, you are our hope in the midst of despair, our help in the midst of sorrow, 

and our consolation in the midst of affliction. Grant comfort to all who suffer in 

body, mind, or spirit and support caregivers who attend to all in need. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
O God, you are love, and you call us to love one another. Accompany with your 

grace those journeying toward baptism and call us all to repentance as we 

prepare to celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
O God, you are our life and our salvation. We give you thanks for the righteous 

who have died in faith. Inspire us by their example to proclaim your steadfast 

love. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

PASSING THE PEACE  
We greet each other with a nod or gesture of Christian fellowship from a 

distance, and we also invite you to text or email a word of peace to someone 

who cannot be here!   

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 

MEAL 
ANTHEM                      God Have Mercy  

               Andrew Surotchak, soloist 

        Monteverdi/arr. Hal Hopson 

A prerecorded anthem is available to view in Sunday’s recorded service on our 

website, Facebook page, and YouTube Channel.  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The presiding minister invites the assembly to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord Our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

The presiding minister continues with the communion preface; then the 

assembly responds with the “Holy, Holy, Holy”. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of  power and might, 

Heaven and Earth are full of your glory, 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.   
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  



and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION  
Taste and see that the Lord is good.  

The communion wafers that have been distributed, consecrated, are eaten. 

The body of Christ given for you. Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  

The body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of steadfast love, 

at this table you gather your people 

into one body for the sake of the world. 

Send us in the power of your Spirit, 

that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

You are what God made you to be: 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 

in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.  

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
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DEVOTIONALS FOR LENT were distributed with your bulletins today. If you 

are missing a devotional and would like one, please, see an usher.  

 


