
WELCOME IN THE NAME OF THE CRUCIFIED 

AND RISEN JESUS CHRIST! 
Sunday, May 17th, 2020, Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide 

with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that 

the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and 

pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the 

body of the risen Christ in the world. 

 
PRELUDE          Pastorale      Michael Burkhardt 

   See video link on website.                

ENTRANCE HYMN     Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee      # 836   
1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 

 God of glory, Lord of love! 

 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 

 praising thee, their sun above. 

 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

 drive the gloom of doubt away. 

 Giver of immortal gladness, 

 fill us with the light of day. 
 

2 All thy works with joy surround thee, 

 earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 

 stars and angels sing around thee, 

 center of unbroken praise. 

 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

 flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 

 chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

 call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 

 ever blessing, ever blest, 

 wellspring of the joy of living, 

 ocean-depth of happy rest! 

 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 

 all who live in love are thine; 

 teach us how to love each other, 

 lift us to the joy divine! 

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922 

GREETING 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

Jesus Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

THIS IS THE FEAST 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 



Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the 

prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

SERMON FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH                     Tanya Cartwright        
See video link on website. 

First Reading                                  Acts 17:22-31 
See video link on website. 
22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I 

went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the 

inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made 

the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is 

he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 

things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and 

the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and 

find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even 

some of your own poets have said, 

 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the 

art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man 

whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.     

Gospel                               John 14:15-21 
See video link on website. 

The holy gospel according to John.    

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

  18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will 

see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in 

you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by 

my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.     

SERMON                                            Pastor David Rowe             
See video link on website.  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY          Children of the Heavenly Father         # 781   
See link on website for video. 

 Tryggare kan ingen vara 

 än Guds lilla barna skara, 

 stjärnan ej på himlafästet, 



 fågeln ej i kända nästet. 

 

1 Children of the heav'nly Father 

 safely in his bosom gather; 

 nestling bird nor star in heaven 

 such a refuge e'er was given. 

 

2 God his own doth tend and nourish, 

 in his holy courts they flourish. 

 From all evil things he spares them, 

 in his mighty arms he bears them. 

 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

 from the Lord his children sever; 

 unto them his grace he showeth, 

 and their sorrows all he knoweth. 

 

4 Though he giveth or he taketh, 

 God his children ne'er forsaketh; 

 his the loving purpose solely 

 to preserve them pure and holy. 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958 

Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

  

APOSTLES CREED    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 



Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are 

truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done 

and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve 

you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ.  By 

grace we have been saved.  In the name of + Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  May almighty God strengthen 

us with power through the Holy Spirit that Christ may live in our hearts through faith.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places in praying for 

the church, the world, and all who are in need.  A brief silence. 

Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of your Son, Jesus Christ. Embolden your church, as your 

followers, to reveal your love to everyone in our speaking and in our living. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
You are the loving creator of heaven and earth. In the midst of this coronavirus pandemic assure us of your love, and 

inspire researchers working through your gifts of science and knowledge, so that ways may be found to restraint, treat, 

and even eliminate the covid-19. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our distress in this time of isolation, fear, anxiety, and sickness. Pour 

out your strength and love on healthcare professionals; teachers and learners; world and local leaders including our 

president, governor, commissioners, and all who are called to provide civil order; those who keep the supply chain of food 

and necessities available to us; and especially for the sick and all whom we now raise in prayer before you… Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show mercy to the oppressed, and speak truth to 

power through your prophets, especially in this time when this pandemic further reveals and sharpens inequities in race, 

poverty, and healthcare. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Your commands are good and merciful. Give us courage to take hold of our baptismal promises to work for justice, 

advocate for the voiceless, and free the oppressed and imprisoned in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
You remain with us always, O God, and your kingdom has no end. We remember the saints who have gone before us. 

Unite us forever in your final victory over death. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 



PASSING THE PEACE  
Call, text, or email a friend to pass the peace.  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

OFFERING 
If you are able please mail your offering to Jerusalem Lutheran Church, 252 Dock Street, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972. 

BLESSING 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 

raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 

and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN    Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                    # 631  

See link on website for video. 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

 Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

 all thy faithful mercies crown. 

 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

 pure, unbounded love thou art; 

 visit us with thy salvation, 

 enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

 

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 

 into ev'ry troubled breast; 

 let us all in thee inherit; 

 let us find thy promised rest. 

 Take away the love of sinning; 

 Alpha and Omega be; 

 end of faith, as its beginning, 

 set our hearts at liberty. 

 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

 let us all thy life receive; 

 suddenly return, and never, 

 nevermore thy temples leave. 

 Thee we would be always blessing, 

 serve thee as thy hosts above, 

 pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

 glory in thy perfect love. 

 

4 Finish then thy new creation, 

 pure and spotless let us be; 

 let us see thy great salvation 

 perfectly restored in thee! 

 Changed from glory into glory, 

 till in heav'n we take our place, 

 till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 Thank you to Augsburg-Fortress, OneLicense, and CCLI who have opened their library of 

copyrighted music for use during the Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

 

 



MINISTRY NEWS 

PRAYER LIST  

Joyce Freed, Shirley Foose, Lee Miller, Joanna Sirianni Edwards, Ed Freed, Pauline Crawshaw, Karen Tropp, Diane 

Buffington, Jack Harnock, Marie Harnock, Keith Shoener, Charles Gurski, Tom Gerber, Kelly Carl, Cheryl Feeser, Leslie 

R., Joel Koch, Mary Beth (Krater) Dinneen, Sam Huff, Stewart Haver, Sue Sigler, Cheryl Moyer, Kevin Seibert, Donna 

Evans, Joan Heckrote, Robert Schwartz, Craig Bracken, Kenny Noecker, Jeff Woleschok, Nancy Reese, David Huff, Paul 

Calderone, Nicholas LaScala, Gail Kunkel, Lee Llewellyn, Dennis Heydt, Caroline Eister, Jeanette Stine, Christopher 

Payonk, Gemma Geary, Seth Ney, Nathan Resch, Renee Shade, Cathy Hale, Ben Moyer, Gaylene Ebling, Wally Foose, 

Craig Heffner, Jane Deibert, Denny Starr, Judy Reihman, Tom Cook, Sylvia Edling, Joe Dewald, Ronald Bromwell, Carla 

Zelinsky, Lisa Weiser, Janest Yost, Anna Mae Berger, Barry West, Madge Miller, Kathleen Kelleher, Ron Gill, Melissa 

Focht, Jason Brown, Teagan Brown, Brenda Phillips, Family of Keith Ramsey, Cecelia Kacmar, Nancy Cooper, Lois 

Pavelko, Edith Kriner, Melanie Hart, Janice Moore, Christie O’Dell, John Cooper, Florence Shay, Clarence Zweizig, 

Jayden Leiby, Melvin Rodriguez & family, Dorothy Moyer, Bruce Stees, JoAnn Baker Copley, Deanna Carl, Linda 

Bonfiglio-Boyer, Carlene Wenner, Christy Deaton Stocks, Maria Motto, Sherry and Kim Zulick 

Those with Long-term health issues: 

Bonnie Jean Foose, Michelle Ochenrider, Rich & Sandy Moyer, Ethan Yost, Elizabeth Taylor, Carol Landes, Maureen 

Moyer, Karen Cockill, Janice Barr, Donna Direnzo, Bill Gordon, Jim Musico, John Krater, Fawn Goodman, Bob Yanek, 

Rebecca Marshall, Sapphire Schaeffer, Mark Wyllie, Krysta Kolbe, Shirley Emrich, Kathrine Smiley, Mark Noecker, 

Michelle Moon, Anna Heffner, Molly Jones, David Wise, Joan Steficheck, Bill Everly, Donna Leashefski, Florence 

Clemens, Sara Berger, Chuck Copley, Jeff Kamar, Mary Sewalt, Pat Thomas, Kay LeBoeuf  
Those serving in the Armed Forces: 

Major Michael Shay, Staff Sgt. Joseph Moyer, Senior Airman Matthew Nettles, Airman Jackie Nettles, 2nd LT Heather 

Strouse, Sgt. Travis D. Miller, Sgt. Anthony Cooper, Private 3rd Class Caleb Levan 

LOOKING AHEAD FOR WORSHIP 

 May 21, is the Festival of the Ascension (Read Acts 1:1-14) 

 May 24 is the Seventh (and last) Sunday in the Easter Season 

 May 31 is the Festival of Pentecost 

 June 7 is the Festival of the Holy Trinity 

 

SEND YOUR PICTURES! What are you doing while you are quarantined?  What are the unusual ways that you have 

celebrated events like birthdays and anniversaries?  What does home or work look like for you?  What has changed in 

your lives?  If you have digital pictures of these, or any others things that might be interesting, please send them to the 

office ( mail@jerusalemlutheran.com).  When we are able to once again gather together, we will use your pictures in a 

slide show so that we can not only share with each other what has taken place in our lives over these past weeks and 

months, but also to pass on a congregational history for future years so that our congregational descendants can see how 

we lived out our baptisms in so many ways during this unprecedented time of the coronavirus pandemic. 

 

WANT TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH EACH OTHER?  A free app for smartphones is available for android and Apple to 

access the public part of our church directory.  Look for and download IconCMO from your app store, and then email 

mail@jerusalemlutheran.com to get a user number in order to be admitted and to create a password. 

 

VOTING IN THIS PANDEMIC.  The Pennsylvania primary has been rescheduled for June 2, and anyone can vote by 

mail instead of risking standing in line at the voting place (Mary and Pastor just mailed theirs in).  Go 

to  https://www.votespa.com/Voting-in-PA/Pages/Mail-and-Absentee-Ballot.aspx for more information, or by calling  1-

877-VOTESPA. 

 

 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS: 

For imminent danger call 911.  

For crisis or mental health help call 877-9wehelp 

Schuylkill Women in Crisis 570-622-6220 

Child Abuse Hotline 1-800-932-0313 

Suicide Prevention Hotline 1-800-273-8255 

Addiction 1-800-264-1290 

 

 

mailto:mail@jerusalemlutheran.com
https://www.votespa.com/Voting-in-PA/Pages/Mail-and-Absentee-Ballot.aspx


 

ELCA presiding bishop issues pastoral message on COVID-19 racism and white supremacy 

5/13/2020 11:10:00 AM 

  For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,  
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. —I Corinthians 12:12 

  
May 13, 2020 

Dear church,  

During the uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic, I am encouraged by your resilience and creativity in our witness to 

the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. I am also inspired by your generosity. Through the ELCA COVID-19 

Response Fund and our Daily Bread grants, we are providing critical support to struggling yet vital ministries across this 

church. Through Lutheran Disaster Response International we have intensified our accompaniment of global partners. We 

are church together.   

This is a trying time for us all. At the same time, we know that a disproportionate burden of illness, death, discrimination 

and harassment falls on communities of color. This pandemic has exacerbated racism and racial inequities deeply 

entrenched in society and across the church. We see this in the growing anti-Asian racism and the disproportionate 

number of deaths in black, American Indian and Latinx communities. I have been learning from the leaders of the 

ELCA’s ethnic associations how the data we see on the news is experienced in real life. I have listened to leaders of color 

share the impact of this pandemic on their communities — on their lives and on their ministries. These stories are difficult 

but important, so we are launching a special series on LivingLutheran.org to lift up these voices for us all to hear. We also 

seek to ensure that our COVID-19 response more effectively tends to the realities of racism and racial inequality. We are 

church together.  

Recently, in cities across this country, we have seen horrifying anti-Semitic and white supremacist messages displayed 

during public protests against government orders that are intended to protect lives. No matter our politics or opinions 

about our elected leaders and their policies, all of us must come together on the basis of our church’s commitments to 

condemn racism against indigenous people and people of color, white supremacy, sexism, and anti-Semitism whenever 

they occur. Whether our churches and communities are racially diverse or predominantly white, our work for racial and 

economic justice for all people is work for all of us. We are church together.   

Just as God has joined us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ in baptism, we are joined to each other. Paul helps 

us to understand this by speaking of the one body of Christ, with many members. While this is always true, perhaps we 

feel it more acutely in this time of physical distancing. In our longing to be church together, let us be even more 

intentional in sharing with each other, easing each other’s burdens, consoling each other in our fear and grief, condemning 

what is contrary to the gospel and living out our baptismal covenant “to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.”   

  

In partnership,  

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton  

Presiding Bishop, ELCA   

 

https://community.elca.org/advanced-donation-form/covid-19-response-fund
https://community.elca.org/advanced-donation-form/covid-19-response-fund
https://www.elca.org/publichealth
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Coronavirus
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Ethnic-Specific-and-Multicultural-Ministries
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/racial-ethnic-minorities.html
https://www.livinglutheran.org/tag/racial-justice-and-covid-19/
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/RaceSS.pdf
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Condemnation_of_White_Supremacy_and_Racist_Rhetoric.pdf
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Declaration_Of_The_ELCA_To_The_Jewish_Community.pdf?_ga=2.71932119.591108520.1588614831-706161550.1552512868

