
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen 

Christ shares with us is the image of 

friendship. We are called to serve others 

as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s 

gospel, the image of servanthood is too 

hierarchical, too distant, to capture the 

essence of life with Christ. Friendship 

captures the love, the joy, the deep 

mutuality of the relationship into which 

Christ invites us. The Greeks believed 

that true friends are willing to die for 

each other. This is the mutual love of 

Christian community commanded by 

Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 

WELCOME MEMBERS, FRIENDS AND VISITORS.  
 IN-PARKING LOT WORSHIPERS, please park in the first few spaces 

closest to Dock Street, and set your radio to 90.1 FM. Bulletins and 

other handouts will be distributed after you have parked your car, and 

your offering will be gathered then as well. For Communion, please 

hold onto the wafers in plastic bags that you will have been given until 

the consecration and invitation to commune takes place later in the 

service. Pastor will try to lead part of the service from outside. Rest 

rooms are available in the church building.  
 IN-PERSON WORSHIPERS, please park at the far side of the front 

lot, the back lot, or one of the handicap spaces. Bulletins and other 

handouts will be distributed after you enter the lobby, and your offering 

will be gathered at that time. Masks will be worn in the building, or 

outside when talking to others, and everyone needs to stay six feet 

away from people in other households. Because speaking and singing 

can spread the virus even when wearing masks, we will not speak the 

responses out loud or sing – the assisting minister will speak the 

responses in the service and a cantor will sing on our behalf.  
 VISITORS, we welcome you!  In this uncertain time of a pandemic, we 

believe that that grace-filled love of God made known in Jesus Christ, 

and proclaimed in scripture, prayer, and worship sustains us even now 

– and so we are glad that you are here with us, so that together, we all 

can receive the Good News of Jesus Christ, and then be strengthened in 

daily love for God and our neighbors. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
6th Sunday in Easter – May 9th, 2021 
Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
252 Dock Street, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972  
570-385-2657 * www.jerusalemlutheran.com  
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GATHERING  
PRELUDES               This Joyful Eastertide       

         Keith Kolander and David Lasky                                                          

The bell rings calling us to worship. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, 

come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 

Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 

that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, 

and grow into the fullness 

of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,  

and lead us, so that we may delight 

in your will and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, 

Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 

As a called and ordained minister 

Of the church of Christ, and by his authority, 

I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 

of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



GATHERING 
ENTRANCE HYMN    Love Divine, All Loves Excelling            # 631  

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

 Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

 all thy faithful mercies crown. 

 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

 pure, unbounded love thou art; 

 visit us with thy salvation, 

 enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 

 into ev'ry troubled breast; 

 let us all in thee inherit; 

 let us find thy promised rest. 

 Take away the love of sinning; 

 Alpha and Omega be; 

 end of faith, as its beginning, 

 set our hearts at liberty. 
 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

 let us all thy life receive; 

 suddenly return, and never, 

 nevermore thy temples leave. 

 Thee we would be always blessing, 

 serve thee as thy hosts above, 

 pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

 glory in thy perfect love. 
 

4 Finish then thy new creation, 

 pure and spotless let us be; 

 let us see thy great salvation 

 perfectly restored in thee! 

 Changed from glory into glory, 

 till in heav'n we take our place, 

 till we cast our crowns before thee, 

       lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 

GREETING 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

Jesus Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. 

Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may 

obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your 

Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 

A READING FROM THE SCRIPTURES             Acts 10:1-48  

The assembly inside is seated.                                                                   

1In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian Cohort, 

as it was called. 2He was a devout man who feared God with all his household; 

he gave alms generously to the people and prayed constantly to God. 3One 

afternoon at about three o'clock he had a vision in which he clearly saw an angel 

of God coming in and saying to him, "Cornelius." 4He stared at him in terror and 

said, "What is it, Lord?" He answered, "Your prayers and your alms have 

ascended as a memorial before God. 5Now send men to Joppa for a certain 

Simon who is called Peter; 6he is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is 

by the seaside." 7When the angel who spoke to him had left, he called two of his 

slaves and a devout soldier from the ranks of those who served him, 8and after 

telling them everything, he sent them to Joppa. 
9About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the 



city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10He became hungry and wanted 

something to eat; and while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11He saw 

the heaven opened and something like a large sheet coming down, being 

lowered to the ground by its four corners. 12In it were all kinds of four-footed 

creatures and reptiles and birds of the air. 13Then he heard a voice saying, "Get 

up, Peter; kill and eat." 14But Peter said, "By no means, Lord; for I have never 

eaten anything that is profane or unclean." 15The voice said to him again, a 

second time, "What God has made clean, you must not call profane." 16This 

happened three times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven. 
17Now while Peter was greatly puzzled about what to make of the vision that he 

had seen, suddenly the men sent by Cornelius appeared. They were asking for 

Simon's house and were standing by the gate. 18They called out to ask whether 

Simon, who was called Peter, was staying there. 19While Peter was still thinking 

about the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Look, three men are searching for you. 
20Now get up, go down, and go with them without hesitation; for I have sent 

them." 21So Peter went down to the men and said, "I am the one you are looking 

for; what is the reason for your coming?" 22They answered, "Cornelius, a 

centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole 

Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house 

and to hear what you have to say." 23So Peter invited them in and gave them 

lodging. 

The next day he got up and went with them, and some of the believers from 

Joppa accompanied him. 24The following day they came to Caesarea. Cornelius 

was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25On 

Peter's arrival Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet, worshiped him. 26But 

Peter made him get up, saying, "Stand up; I am only a mortal." 27And as he 

talked with him, he went in and found that many had assembled; 28and he said to 

them, "You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to 

visit a Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or 

unclean. 29So when I was sent for, I came without objection. Now may I ask 

why you sent for me?" 
30Cornelius replied, "Four days ago at this very hour, at three o'clock, I was 

praying in my house when suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood before me. 
31He said, 'Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been 

remembered before God. 32Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon, who is 

called Peter; he is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.' 
33Therefore I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. 

So now all of us are here in the presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has 

commanded you to say." 
34Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 

he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 



God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised 

him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us 

who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 

rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 

that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name." 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 

word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that 

the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they 

heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47Can 

anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the 

Holy Spirit just as we have? 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL                                                                                           John 15:9-17 

The assembly inside stands for the gospel.  

The holy gospel according to John.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 

love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 

kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things 

to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants 

any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I 

have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 

have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 

appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give 

you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so 

that you may love one another.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.    
 

ANTHEM                      Let Us Love One Another         

                Karen Everett & Eileen Meiser, duet 

A prerecorded anthem is available to view in Sunday’s recorded service on our 

website, Facebook page, and YouTube Channel.  
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON              Tanya Cartwright 

A prerecorded children’s sermon is available to view in Sunday’s recorded 

service on our website, Facebook page, and YouTube Channel.  



 

SERMON                             Pastor David Rowe 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.                                                    
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  All Are Welcome                 # 641 
The assembly inside stands. All proclaim the word of God in song. 

1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 

how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 

Refrain 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
 

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,  

and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek 

to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God's grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  Refrain 
 

3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  Refrain 
 

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger:  Refrain 
 

5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  Refrain 



 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

APOSTLES CREED    
We confess our faith with the whole church using the ancient baptismal 

creed that summarizes the teaching of the scripture and the apostles . 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As a local assembly of believers, we pray for the whole world and church, as 

well as our local congregation and neighborhood.  

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 

before God who promises to hear us, and answer in steadfast love.  

A brief silence. 

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds 

among all Christian churches, especially those of who work together as part of 

the Schuylkill Haven and Vicinity Council of Churches. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers 

and mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, 

mothers who grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be mothers, and 

those who have never known a loving mother. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Yet 

your creation is also suffering the burden of the Coronavirus. Bring cooperation, 

and the sharing of resources among countries, so that the pandemic may be 

brought under control. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

http://www.giamusic.com/


Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. 

Plant your word in the hearts of the leaders of the nations, and give them your 

Spirit so that the peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with 

those who are sick or suffering, especially all whom we now raise in prayer 

before you…. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We 

remember with thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives. 

Keep us united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 

your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PASSING THE PEACE  
We greet each other with a nod or gesture of Christian fellowship from a 

distance, and we also invite you to text or email a word of peace to someone.   

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 

MEAL 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The presiding minister invites the assembly to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord Our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

The presiding minister continues with the communion preface; then the cantor 

inside, and the assembly outside, responds with the “Holy, Holy, Holy”. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and Earth are full of your glory, 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.   
 

THANKSGIVING AND CONSECRATION 

The thanksgiving concludes: 

 . . . For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes.  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

. . . To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your 

holy church, now and forever. 

Amen, amen, amen. 

…Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  



Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

COMMUNION  
Taste and see that the Lord is good.  

Communion wafers that have been distributed and now consecrated, are eaten. 

The body of Christ given for you. Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  

The body of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, 

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The assembly may be seated. 

BLESSING 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG     Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                       # 836 

1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 

 God of glory, Lord of love! 

 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 

 praising thee, their sun above. 

 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

 drive the gloom of doubt away. 



 Giver of immortal gladness, 

 fill us with the light of day. 
 

2 All thy works with joy surround thee, 

 earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 

 stars and angels sing around thee, 

 center of unbroken praise. 

 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

 flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 

 chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

 call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 

 ever blessing, ever blest, 

 wellspring of the joy of living, 

 ocean-depth of happy rest! 

 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 

 all who live in love are thine; 

 teach us how to love each other, 

 lift us to the joy divine! 
Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922 

 

DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE                 I Danced in the Morning         Wayne Kerr 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License with Video Streaming 

#SAS000730. From CCLI. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Christian Copyright 

Licensing Internaltion, Inc. #11247411. Reprinted/ podcast/ streamed with permission under  
OneLicense #A-735134. All rights reserved.    
 

PRAYER LIST  
Joyce Freed, Shirley Foose, Lee Miller, Joanna Sirianni Edwards, Ed Freed, 

Pauline Crawshaw, Karen Tropp, Diane Buffington, Jack Harnock, Marie 

Harnock, Keith Shoener, Tom Gerber, Kelly Carl, Cheryl Feeser, Leslie R., 

Mary Beth (Krater) Dinneen, Sam Huff, Stewart Haver, Sue Sigler, Donna 

Evans, Joan Heckrote, Robert Schwartz, Craig Bracken, Nancy Reese, David 

Huff, Paul Calderone, Nicholas LaScala, Gail Kunkel, Lee Llewellyn, Dennis 

Heydt, Caroline Eister, Jeanette Stine, Christopher Payonk, Seth Ney, Renee 

Shade, Ben Moyer, Gaylene Ebling, Wally Foose, Craig Heffner, Jane Deibert, 

Judy Reihman, Tom Cook, Sylvia Edling, Joe Dewald, Ronald Bromwell, Carla 

Zelinsky, Lisa Weiser, Janest Yost, Anna Mae Berger, Madge Miller, Kathleen 

Kelleher, Melissa Focht, Jason Brown, Teagan Brown, Brenda Phillips, Family 

of Keith Ramsey, Cecelia Kacmar, Lois Pavelko, Edith Kriner, Melanie Hart, 

Janice Moore, Christie O’Dell, John Cooper, Florence Shay, Clarence Zweizig, 

Jayden Leiby, Melvin Rodriguez & family, Dorothy Moyer, Bruce Stees, JoAnn 



Baker Copley, Carlene Wenner, Christy Deaton Stocks, Maria Motto, Katharine 

Macnutt, Peter Spontak, Kim O’Donnell, Leslie Wagner, Mateo Thomas, Barry 

Heffner, Charlotte Moyer, Phyllis Trinca Czech, Ed Sirianni, Stephen Edwards, 

Lester Aungst III, Christa Miller, David Griffiths, Beryl Zulick, Jim Heisler, 

Cathy Covach-Hale, Carole Gehrig, Edith Kriner, Kathie Frantz, Rev. Bruce 

MacLaughlin 

Those with Long-term health issues: 
Bonnie Jean Foose, Michelle Ochenrider, Rich & Sandy Moyer, Ethan Yost, 

Elizabeth Taylor, Carol Landes, Maureen Moyer, Janice Barr, Donna Direnzo, 

Jim Musico, John Krater, Fawn Goodman, Bob Yanek, Rebecca Marshall, 

Sapphire Schaeffer, Mark Wyllie, Krysta Kolbe, Shirley Emrich, Mark Noecker, 

Anna Heffner, David Wise, Joan Steficheck, Bill Everly, Donna Leashefski, 

Florence Clemens, Sara Berger, Chuck Copley, Jeff Kamar, Mary Sewalt, Pat 

Thomas, Nathan Resch, Casey Watson, Linda Bonfiglio-Boyer, Gemma Geary  

Those serving in the Armed Forces: 
Major Michael Shay, Staff Sgt. Joseph Moyer, Senior Airman Matthew Nettles, 

Airman Jackie Nettles, 2nd LT Heather Strouse, Sgt. Travis D. Miller, Sgt. 

Anthony Cooper, Private 3rd Class Caleb Levan 

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR TODAY 

8:00am   10:30am 

Assisting Ministers Lou Messina  Rob Baessler 

Ushers   Joy Heffner  Don Boyer 

   Don Nettles  Jim Ziegelbein   

Cantor(s)  Mary Rowe  Brenda Searle 

Sound Board            Melissa Boyer  Rachel Kramer  

Video Recorder     Linda Covert   

Counters    Rob Baessler & Janet Sattizahn 

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 

   8:00am   10:30am 

Assisting Ministers Karen Ochenrider Lloyd Wertz 

Ushers   Deb Reed  Frank Mahoney 

   Hunter Reed  Jane Mahoney 

Cantor(s)  Audrey Christ  Jim & Linda Covert  

Sound Board            Paul Boyer  Rick Heckrote 

Video Recorder     Mary Rowe   

Counters    Linda Collins, Deb Reed, Marie Shay 
 

THE FLOWERS IN THE ALTAR VASES are to the Glory of God, in loving 

memory of grandmother, Maude Rhoades (Bright), by Samantha Rhodes, and in 

loving memory of grandmother, Sadie Moyer, by Samantha Rhodes. 

 

THE ARRANGEMENT OF FLOWERS is to the Glory of God, and in loving 

memory of mother, Reta Rhodes, by Samantha. 
 

THANK YOU TO TODAY’S CANTORS, Mary Rowe and Brenda Searle! Our 

online anthem features Audrey’s friends, Karen Everett and Eileen Meiser!  
 



IT HAS BEEN TWO YEARS since we made commitments of over $350,000 

for our four-year CAPITAL APPEAL to replace the HVAC system and the 

roof.  With your generous giving, Jerusalem's building as a center for mission 

will continue to be a welcoming place where we gather for worship and 

learning, and are sent as disciples into the world for witness and service.  As of 

last week, we have received $245,319.23, or 70% of our goal at this, the 

midpoint of the appeal.   Thank you not only for your faithful giving to our 

Capital Appeal, but also for your still increasing support to the ministries of 

Jerusalem and the Wider Church! 
 

ALL CREATION SINGS, a supplement for our hymnal with additional hymns, 

many of which were written since our "red hymnal" was published, will soon be 

available.  As we continue to treasure older hymns, global hymns, and newer 

hymns, we look forward to buying and using this supplement to enrich our 

worship.  The cost is $12.50 each, with orders due to us by June 1 (so that we 

can order at the introductory price, before the higher price goes into effect on 

June 15).  We need about 180 hymnals for our pews.  Please use the hymnal 

envelopes to make your gift and indicate if it is a memorial, in honor 

of someone, or to the glory of God.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO DEB REED who was chosen to be a member of 

the 2022 ELCA Triennial Church wide Assembly in Columbus, Ohio.  As part 

of the baptized people of God, a few people - young and old, men and women, 

lay and ordained – are called and gathered every three years from across the 

ELCA to become a community of deliberation and witness to prayerfully direct 

the ELCA in its mission.  
 

CATHY COVACH-HALE is receiving chemotherapy once every three weeks 

(which hits her hard for several days), and needs both prayer and help with 

meals.  She and her sons Noah and Luke live in town, and either meals or gift 

cards would make meals easier on the days when she is sick.  Please see Linda 

Covert who is coordinating meals, if you would like to help. 
 

ALTAR VASE SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE on Sunday, May 23rd, which is 

also Pentecost Sunday. Please contact the church office if interested.   
 

SUMMER NEWSLETTER ARTICLES will be due TOMORROW, MAY 

10th, 2021. Articles can be sent via email to mail@jerusalemlutheran.com or 

dropped in the “Administrator Inbox” in the church office. Thanks! 
 

ARE YOU FULLY VACCINATED YET?  If so, please make sure you tell us.  

Forms are in the lobby to leave in the office, or you can email the office 

(mail@jerusalemlutheran.com) without a form.  Not only does the Lutheran 

Church STRONGLY support vaccinations against the Coronavirus, but we also 

need to develop herd immunity in order to resume singing as a congregation.  

Our ELCA is relying on the recommendations of Sing: The Center for 

Congregational Song (https://congregationalsong.org/covid-updates-

congregational-song/) to help us determine on the basis of scientific 

findings when we will be able to sing together.  Using their work, we are 

mailto:mail@jerusalemlutheran.com
https://congregationalsong.org/covid-updates-congregational-song/
https://congregationalsong.org/covid-updates-congregational-song/


looking for at least a 75% vaccination rate before we lift our voices together in 

song.  So the more, and the sooner we can get vaccinated, the sooner we can 

consider singing again. 
 

THE LEHIGH VALLEY HEALTH NETWORK has begun accepting walk-ins 

without an appointment for the first dose of the Pfizer vaccine for everyone 16+. 

Visit: Lehigh Valley Hospital Schuylkill, 700 E. Norwegian Street, Pottsville, 

PA 17901. Call: 833-584-6283 for more info.  
 

SCHUYLKILL HAVEN AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT will hold Baccalaureate 

by Zoom again this year, to reduce the risk of virus spread preventing any 

seniors from participating in graduation. The date selected was Sunday, May 23, 

at 4 PM. 
 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER EVENTS. Protect and enhance your marriage. 

Virtual and in-person events are scheduled. Scholarship funds are also available 

for those in need. Please visit www.GodLovesMarriage.org to sign up. 
 

EMERGENCY RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. If you are a renter who 

has fallen behind or who is struggling to make RENT or UTILITY Payments, 

help is available. Tenants or Landlords can apply. For more information contact 

Schuylkill Community Action: (570) 622-1995, find them on Facebook, or visit 

www.schuylkillcommunityaction.com. 
 
 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK: 

TODAY  8:00am Worship 

  9:15am Confirmation Class/Sunday School 

  10:30am Worship   

TUESDAY 11:00am COVID-19 Task Force Meeting 

6:30pm Executive Committee Meeting (Via Zoom) 

  7:00pm Church Council Meeting (Via Zoom) 

THURSDAY 12:30pm Blood Drive 

SATURDAY 11:00am Marlys “Molly” Jones Memorial Service 

 
STAFF AND LEADERS 

Rev. David Rowe, Pastor                          610 987 9798(H) 570-933-5511 (C) 

                  pastorrowe@jerusalemlutheran.com 

Audrey Christ, Music Director                            

                                                                               musicdirector@jerusalemlutheran.com     

Tanya Cartwright, Director of Faith & Families Ministries 

                 faithandfamilies@jerusalemlutheran.com 

Rachel Kramer, Parish Administrator                mail@jerusalemlutheran.com  

Jill McCloy, Treasurer                                   treasurer@jerusalemlutheran.com 

Karen Ochenrider, Financial Secretary                 karenochenrider@comcast.net 

Gina Cappel, Child Care Director            jccckids@jerusalemlutheran.com 

Mike Sausser, Sexton                                                     linknomad@hotmail.com   

Deborah Reed, President of Church Council          dreed1955@comcast.net 

 



Orders are being accepted for Red Geraniums for Pentecost 
Sunday, May 23rd. Cost per plant is $4.25. All plants must be 
paid for through the Church. Please make checks out to 
Jerusalem Lutheran Church. Please fill out your order on this 
sheet. Orders and money due by Monday, May 10th. Thanks! 
 
NAME______________________________________________ 
 
IN MEMORY OF _____________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 

 

IN HONOR OF________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

NUMBER OF Plants____________ 
 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED_____________($4.25 each) 


