WELCOME IN THE NAME OF THE
CRUCIFIED AND RISEN JESUS

CHRIST!
Sunday, May 10th, 2020, Fifth Sunday of Easter

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s
gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place
for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism
commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1

‘ Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the
one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen
Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

PRELUDE O Blessed Spring David Biery
See link on website for video.
ENTRANCE HYMN Alleluial Jesus Is Risen! # 377

See link on website for video.

1 Alleluial Jesus is risen!
Trumpets resounding in glorious light!
Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever!
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight!

Refrain
Jesus is risen and we shall arise.
Give God the glory! Alleluia!

2 Walking the way, Christ in the center
telling the story to open our eyes;
breaking our bread, giving us glory:
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. Refrain

3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches;
life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;
heaven to earth, Christ to the people,
gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain

4 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent:
death put asunder, and Easter is bright.
Cherubim sing: O grave, be open!
Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. Refrain

5 City of God, Easter forever,
golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,
river of life, saints and archangels,
sing with creation to God the | AM! Refrain
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926. Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.



GREETING

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
Jesus Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

THIS IS THE FEAST

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom and strength,

and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God,

and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one
another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world,
for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SERMON FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH Tanya Cartwright
See video link on website.
First Reading Acts 7:55-60

See video link on website.

% Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. ®*“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!” ®'But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all
rushed together against him. 8Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. **While they were stoning
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”” %Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Gospel John 14:1-14
See video link on website.

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in
me. °In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told
you that | go to prepare a place for you? *And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come
again and will take you to myself, so that where | am, there you may be also. “And you know the
way to the place where I am going.” *Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?” ®Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me. “If you know me, you will know my Father also.
From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ®Jesus said to him,
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? °Do you not believe that | am in
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. !Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in
me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. *2Very truly, | tell you,
the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works
than these, because | am going to the Father. 31 will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. *If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor David Rowe
See video link on website.

HYMN OF THE DAY We Know That Christ Is Raised # 449
See link on website for video.
1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.

Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold,

and our despair he turned to blazing joy.

Hallelujah!

2 We share by water in his saving death.
Reborn, we share with him an Easter life,
as living members of our Savior Christ.
Hallelujah!

3 The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life.
The Spirit's fission shakes the church of God.
Baptized, we live with God the Three in One.
Hallelujah!

4 A new creation comes to life and grows
as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood.



The universe restored and whole will sing:
Hallelujah!
Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932. Text © John B. Geyer

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.
In the name of the Father,

and of the & Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |



therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times
and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. A brief silence.

Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your spiritual house. Continually
strengthen your church as it is sent forth to proclaim your love. We pray especially for
Jerusalem, and all congregations in this time when gathering for worship needs to be suspended.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Nurturing God, we give thanks good and faithful mothers, and for godmothers and other the
faithful women in our lives. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sustain us, creator God, as part of your creation. With the coronavirus rampant in your world, we
pray for scientific advancements to treat and prevent the spread of disease. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Align our ways to your love, O God. We pray for countries, leaders, and other organizations as
they prepare places for those seeking refuge, safety, food, and community. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of healing and rest, help all whose hearts are heavy and weighed down by isolation, anxiety,
and depression; chronic illness, sickness, and covid-19 infection. Comfort their suffering, ease
their distress, and make known your loving presence, especially for all whom we now raise in
prayer before you... Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of wisdom, we pray for those who teach children, youth and adults, especially in this time
when so much learning is taking place at home. Give the parents of students at home patience,
learners the openness to adapt to this unfamiliar environment for studying, and teachers the skill
to impart knowledge and care through a more distant relationship in technology. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have died, especially as we remember
this day the witness of Saint Stephen. Give us faith to take hold of the promise of your eternal
life. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your
eternal care; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE

Call, text, or email a friend to pass the peace.
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

If you are able please mail your offering to Jerusalem Lutheran Church, 252 Dock Street,

Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972.

BLESSING

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,

and turn your mourning into dancing.

Almighty God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Now the Green Blade Rises
See link on website for video.

1

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,

wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been;

love is come again like wheat arising green.

In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,

thinking that he would never wake again;
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;

love is come again like wheat arising green.

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,

he that for three days in the grave had lain;
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;

love is come again like wheat arising green.

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,

your touch can call us back to life again,
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;

love is come again like wheat arising green.

#379

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958. Text from Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford University
Press 1928. All rights reserved. Thank you to Augsburg-Fortress, OneLicense, and CCLI who have

opened their library of copyrighted music for use during the Coronavirus pandemic.



MINISTRY NEWS

PRAYER LIST

Joyce Freed, Shirley Foose, Lee Miller, Joanna Sirianni Edwards, Ed Freed, Pauline Crawshaw,
Karen Tropp, Diane Buffington, Jack Harnock, Marie Harnock, Keith Shoener, Charles Gurski,
Tom Gerber, Kelly Carl, Cheryl Feeser, Leslie R., Joel Koch, Mary Beth (Krater) Dinneen, Sam
Huff, Stewart Haver, Sue Sigler, Cheryl Moyer, Kevin Seibert, Donna Evans, Joan Heckrote,
Robert Schwartz, Craig Bracken, Kenny Noecker, Jeff Woleschok, Nancy Reese, David Huff,
Paul Calderone, Nicholas LaScala, Gail Kunkel, Lee Llewellyn, Dennis Heydt, Caroline Eister,
Jeanette Stine, Christopher Payonk, Gemma Geary, Seth Ney, Nathan Resch, Renee Shade,
Cathy Hale, Ben Moyer, Gaylene Ebling, Wally Foose, Craig Heffner, Jane Deibert, Denny
Starr, Judy Reihman, Tom Cook, Sylvia Edling, Joe Dewald, Ronald Bromwell, Carla Zelinsky,
Lisa Weiser, Janest Yost, Anna Mae Berger, Barry West, Madge Miller, Kathleen Kelleher, Ron
Gill, Melissa Focht, Jason Brown, Teagan Brown, Brenda Phillips, Family of Keith Ramsey,
Cecelia Kacmar, Nancy Cooper, Lois Pavelko, Edith Kriner, Melanie Hart, Janice Moore,
Christie O’Dell, John Cooper, Florence Shay, Clarence Zweizig, Jayden Leiby, Melvin
Rodriguez & family, Dorothy Moyer, Bruce Stees, JoAnn Baker Copley, Deanna Carl, Linda
Bonfiglio-Boyer, Carlene Wenner, Christy Deaton Stocks, Maria Motto, Sherry and Kim Zulick
Those with Long-term health issues:

Bonnie Jean Foose, Michelle Ochenrider, Rich & Sandy Moyer, Ethan Yost, Elizabeth Taylor,
Carol Landes, Maureen Moyer, Karen Cockill, Janice Barr, Donna Direnzo, Bill Gordon, Jim
Musico, John Krater, Fawn Goodman, Bob Yanek, Rebecca Marshall, Sapphire Schaeffer, Mark
Wyllie, Krysta Kolbe, Shirley Emrich, Kathrine Smiley, Mark Noecker, Michelle Moon, Anna
Heffner, Molly Jones, David Wise, Joan Steficheck, Bill Everly, Donna Leashefski, Florence
Clemens, Sara Berger, Chuck Copley, Jeff Kamar, Mary Sewalt, Pat Thomas, Kay LeBoeuf

Those serving in the Armed Forces:

Major Michael Shay, Staff Sgt. Joseph Moyer, Senior Airman Matthew Nettles, Airman Jackie
Nettles, 2nd LT Heather Strouse, Sgt. Travis D. Miller, Sgt. Anthony Cooper, Private 3rd Class
Caleb Levan

SEND YOUR PICTURES! What are you doing while you are quarantined? What are the
unusual ways that you have celebrated events like birthdays and anniversaries? What does home
or work look like for you? What has changed in your lives? If you have digital pictures of these,
or any others things that might be interesting, please send them to the office

( mail@jerusalemlutheran.com). When we are able to once again gather together, we will use
your pictures in a slide show so that we can not only share with each other what has taken place
in our lives over these past weeks and months, but also to pass on a congregational history for
future years so that our congregational descendants can see how we lived out our baptisms in so
many ways during this unprecedented time of the coronavirus pandemic.

MAY PLAY DAY AT BEAR CREEK CAMP has been canceled, however they have come up
with a creative way to still enjoy some fun during this very stressful time. Sunday May 17" from
1-7 there will be a “Stay Play Day” from the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod of the ELCA’s
Facebook page. An afternoon of connections and camp awesomeness. Look for the hashtag
#STAYMAYPLAYDAY

ALL DAY: Spend 20 mins outside and share your photos
1pm: BCC Promo Video


mailto:mail@jerusalemlutheran.com

2pm: Scavenger Hunt

3pm: Streams and Stories Throwback Hour

4pm: Synod-Wide Craft

5pm: Meet the new Directors with “Sammy and Colin”
6pm: Camp Songs

7pm: Closing Campfire and Bear Creek Camp

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FIRST YEAR UPDATE. May 5, 2019 was Commitment Sunday and
by the close of the second service we had commitments for $286,806 or 82% of our goal of
$350,000. In the weeks that followed additional pledges brought us to 96% of our goal’. WE had
planned to honor these commitments over a four-year period. As of May 1, 2020, we have
received $172,500.25. This represents 49.28% of our goal. The wonderful people of Jerusalem
have accomplished in one year what we had planned to do in two years. THANKS BE TO GOD!

SYMPATHY CARD REQUEST: Please send sympathy cards to Beryl, Sherry, and Kim Zulick.
They recently lost Donald Zulick, Jr. Please keep them in your prayers. Their addresses are:
Beryl Zulick, 145 W. Main Street, Apt. 202, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

Sherry and Kim Zulick, 1732 W. Norwegian St., Pottsville, PA 17901

FOR IMMINENT DANGER CALL 911.
FOR CRISIS OR MENTAL HEALTH HELP CALL 877-9WEHELP.



